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dramatic and simple in the manner of the Frenchman
Obey's delightful Noah. He can strike, too, a grimmer
note, as in The Anatomist. This play, having as its theme
the infamous body-snatching exploits of Burke and Hare,
contains a vivid portrait of Dr. Knox, who became the chief
figure in the controversy over the procuring of corpses for
medical research. By the introduction of a Glasgow
family, a member of which becomes engaged to a young
doctor studying under Knox, the problem is seen, not as
an abstract issue, but as a personal one affecting individuals.
Dr. Bridie has experimented with various types of play
and always with distinction. His best work, however, is
The Sleeping Clergyman, an episodic piece* showing how,
in the third generation, a doctor's belief in the gifts of a
family with a mixed heritage of intellect and dissipation
is justified. The play is a brilliant dramatic venture into
the realms of the biologist.

Dr. Bridie, like Sir James Barrie, is a Scotsman. Sean
OJ Casey, like Wilde, Shaw and St. John Ervine, is an
Irishman. Ervine after making with Jane Clegg and John
Ferguson serious studies of bourgeois and peasant men-
tality, has lapsed, highly successfully, into conventional
English social comedy (The First Airs. Fraser^ Anthony
and Anna). O'Casey, though in The Stiver Teissie
resorting to expressionist!c devices for the better denunci-
ation of war, has remained a realist, or rather a naturalist,
who spares his audience nothing in the sharp mingling
of bitter comedy with stark tragedy in such pieces as
Juno and the Paycock, The Plough and the Stars and The
Shadow of a Gunman.

These plays deal with the Irish troubles, either during
the Easter Rebellion of 1916 or with the disorders im-
mediately before the Establishment of the Irish Free State,
It is not a flattering portrait of the Irish that he gives. He
shows many of them as drunken, boastful, idle and
cowardly and, while there is much that is humorous, there
is a sardonic ring in O5 Casey's laughter- His work bears